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Reimagine Transit

Clarke: Tell us why you are interested in climate change.
Why does POWER connect transit and climate?
Esteva: (Tr.) The connection really started [with] the

campaign for young people to be able to travel around
the city without having to pay.

We started realizing that not only would this benefit
youth, but we could also [help] the environment. 

A lot more natural disasters are affecting people in
cities, like the one that just hit New York. And this is
caused by global warming. What cities like ours can do
is take these small steps that, over time, can have a large
impact on the climate.

San Francisco is a small city that can have a national
and global impact. It’s a city that sees itself as a green
city, always trying to make strides in terms of commu-
nity health. We can serve as an example to other cities
when we create policies that eliminate dependence on
cars.  

We know that cars create 20-percent of the pollution
in the city. When public transit is made accessible, peo-
ple use it more. So we can achieve big things when we
create [these] policies. 

Clarke: So what would POWER do if you had power at City
Hall?

Esteva: (Tr.) We know that federal funding priori-
tizes the creation of highways at the cost of public tran-
sit. Only 20 percent of federal funding goes toward
public transit. So at the local level, we can encourage
people to use public transit [by lowering] the cost, [and

making] it more accessible. Other city priorities, like
creating car-free zones, can also help.

Clarke: Are the people in your community seeing this con-
nection between climate, transit, and the rights of lowin-
come people?

Esteva: (Tr.) When I’ve done outreach in the com-
munity, I’ve talked about this connection between
public transit and climate. A lot of people don't really
believe it at first but in followup conversations when
we ask, “How would the world be different if people
relied on public transit more than vehicles?” there’s
more of a response. A lot of people became involved
in the campaign through [this] outreach. 

They’re really moved by this idea of creating a new
generation who can live in a healthy city. A lot of
young people become involved because of their desire
to live on a healthy planet, to have a positive impact
on the environment. 

One of our members is Adelia, and she has felt the
effects of pollution. You know, she’s part of a family
of seven, and five of her family members have asthma
from living near a freeway, a highly contaminated area.
She has fought really hard [for] this policy. Not only
will her children benefit, she’ll benefit from not having
to make as many hospital trips and trying to get help
for a child who’s having an asthma attack.

This is true for many families in the city. So we
want to invite people to join the fight and support this
cause. n

Interview with Manuela Esteva 
By B. Jesse Clarke

Climate Transit Connection 

Manuel Esteva is a San Franciso resident and mother of three; a child care worker, and a member of the community
organization POWER. She joined POWER three years ago after hearing a presentation at her church. She was
interviewed in the studio of Radio RP&E. 

B. Jesse Clarke is the editor of Race, Poverty & the Environment



T

20th Anniversary Edition

Editor Emeritus
Carl Anthony

Editor & Art Director
B. Jesse Clarke

Assistant Editor
Merula Furtado 

Layout & Design Assistant
Christine Joy Ferrer

Subscribe to RP&E 
Annual subscriptions are $20 for individuals;
$40 for institutions. (Free for grassroots
groups upon request.)

Subscribe online at urbanhabitat.org
Or send subscription checks to: RP&E,
1212 Broadway, #500, Oakland, CA 94612. 
Libraries can use subscription services avail-
able from ESBSCO, SWETS, and Harrassowitz.

ISSN# 1532-2874

©2012 by the individual creators and Urban
Habitat. For specific reprint information,
queries, or submissions, please email 
editor@urbanhabitat.org.

In the interest of dialogue, RP&E publishes di-
verse views. Opinions expressed are not nec-
essarily those of the editors, Urban Habitat, or
its funders.

RP&E is a member of The Media Consortium,
a network of leading independent journalism
organizations in the U.S. working together to
strengthen the role of media in creating a
democratic society. In addition to our online
archive at urbanhabitat.org/rpe, back issues
of the journal are available via the comprehen-
sive online academic journal archive JSTOR.

Photos: (Left) ©2012 Carina A. del Rosario; (Center Left) Grace Lee Boggs; (Center Right) Courtesy of allvoices.org; (Right) Courtesy of freemuniforyouth.tumblr.com; (Front Cover Art) ©2012
Michelle Robinson; (Back Cover) ©2012 Lindsay Imai.

Urban Habitat Board of Directors

Allen Fernandez Smith
President & CEO, Urban Habitat

Joe Brooks (Chair)
PolicyLink

Romel Pascual (Vice-Chair)
Mayor's Office, City of Los Angeles

Tamar Dorfman (Treasurer)
Public Health Institute

Carl Anthony
Co-founder, Urban Habitat

Wade Crowfoot
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

Malo Andre Hutson
Department of City and Regional Planning
University of California, Berkeley

Debra Johnson
San Francisco Municipal Transportation
Agency

Asha Mehta
Leaderspring

Arnold Perkins
Former Director,
Alameda Public Health Department

Organizations are listed for identification pur-
poses only.

Race,Poverty
Environment

& the

Vol. 19 No. 2 | 2012
Printed on processed chlorine-free paper 50% post-consumer fiber, 100% recycled

the national journal for social 
and environmental justice

Jobs TransitWomen & Economic JusticePlanning
Reimagine



Now Available on JSTOR 

 & Race, Poverty
Environment

 the

 

RP&E

Journal

Radio

Race, Poverty and the Environment (RP&E) is Urban Habitat’s national journal of social and environmental
justice, founded in 1990 in partenrship with the Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment

For over two decades we have covered how low-income people and communities of color are organizing to
win equality and justice. Multiracial, multi-issue organizations capable of uniting constituencies for social
justice action have never been more critical. RP&E is a longtime and crucial connection point for advocacy
groups, regionally and nationally.

Visit urbanhabitat.org/rpe to subscribe, order back issues, read from our archives, sign up for our quarter-
ly newsletter, and catch up on the latest research and news in environmental, economic and transportation
justice. 

Since 2010, RP&E has been producing print-web-radio collaborations with local and national radio outlets
with production facilities in the Bay Area. Radio RP&E features in depth interviews and speeches from the
movement for racial, economic, and gender justice.  

Single copy: $10/issue  The complete archive collection, which includes over 60 issues from 1990 to pres-
ent, is also available for $250.

Race,Poverty 
Environment

the&
A Project of Urban Habitat

Race, Poverty & 
the Environment

Urban Habitat 
1212 Broadway, Suite 500 

Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 839-9609 

urbanhabitat.org/rpe

RP&E is a member of The Media Consortium,
a network of leading independent journalism

organizations in the U.S. working together to strengthen the role of
media in creating a democratic society.

Our online archives 1990-2011 are availabile  at the
comprehensive online academic journal archive JSTOR
jstor.org.

Photo: Far Rockaway  New York  After Hurricane Sandy  ©2012 Jonathan Auch/jonathanauch com 


